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Land Acknowledgement

• Murray?
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The International Baccalaureate

The IB mission statement: The International 
Baccalaureate® aims to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to 
create a better and more peaceful world through 
intercultural understanding and respect. 

These programmes encourage students across the 
world to become active, compassionate and lifelong 
learners who understand that other people, with their 
differences, can also be right.
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IB Timeline
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Why IB?
• IB is an investment for your future success

• You will learn skills in research, time 
management, organization, and a deeper 
understanding of your subjects. Bonus: 
Earn university credits.
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IB Diploma Programme

• Community
• Post-secondary skill 

development
• Authentic, discipline-

based learning
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IB Community and Events

• Field trips and camps
• IB Talent Show
• Sciences Project at the Vancouver 

Aquarium
• IB Graduation Night
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IB Student Community
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IB Develops Skills for Post-Secondary
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Preparation for University
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Preparation for University
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Who succeeds in IB?

Students who:
• Love to learn

• Have strong intrinsic motivation

• Are resilient

• Reflect the IB learner profile
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‘IB For All’
• New course additions designed to 

remove barriers to students 
wanting to take IB courses or 
pursue the IB diploma.

• Inclusion policy supports students 
with learning needs like in all other 
classes. Accommodations for IB 
exams possible.
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Student Experience
Patrick Jessome and 
Audelle Chang-Vallee 
Current students of the 
IB Diploma Class of 2026



New Westminster Secondary 
IB World School

IB Program Pathways – Full IB Diploma
• 6 main subject courses + Core

• Core: Theory of Knowledge (TOK) + Extended 
Essay + Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)

• 3-4 Subjects at the Higher Level (HL), 2-3 Subjects 
at Standard Level (SL)

• Diploma is scored out of a maximum of 45 
points.

• Each main subject is scored out of 7
• Assessments based on exams and practical work (internal 

assessment)
• Extended Essay + TOK grant 3 points. 
• Minimum score to earn a diploma is 24 (12 in HL). 
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Full IB Diploma Advantages
• Recognized by more universities. 

• Many universities offer full first year 
standing for diploma completion. Some 
course credits granted for lower grades 
when taken as part of the Diploma.

• Bonus points (Extended Essay + TOK) used 
by some universities for admission.

• Community within the program with other 
students/teachers.

• Core block (TOK, EE, CAS, IB Skills)
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IB Program Pathways – IB Courses
• 1-5 Subject Courses, one can be Theory of Knowledge + CAS
• Advantages: 

• Provides opportunity to engage in both IB courses and BC Curriculum courses.
• Gives flexibility to students undertaking major commitments in areas like 

athletics, music, theatre, or trades courses.
• Students can complete CLC 12 Grad Requirement through CAS if they choose.

• Drawbacks:
• University transfer credit usually only for HL courses with scores of 5/6 or above. 
• Not as widely recognized as the full IB Diploma.
• Chosen courses should work with scheduled linear pairings.
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IB Courses 
at NWSS

Diploma Requirements – 6 main subject courses total:

• One course from each of groups 1-5.
• Additional course from group 3 or 4.
• 4 (recommended) or 3 courses at the HL level. 2 or 3 at the SL level
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Course Planning Strategies
• A balanced diploma is a successful 

diploma.
• One (min) or two (max) HLs should 

be ESS, English ,French or Global 
Politics. Reason: Grade 11 Z Block.

• Consider completing a major science in 
summer school to balance diploma 
courses.

• Focus on the overall diploma balance.
• Avoid making decisions to ‘keep options 

open’. Choosing courses outside 
student interests can end up closing 
options.
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Course Planning Strategies
• Use university entrance 

requirements as a reference 
point.

• Most university websites will 
have IB-specific admissions 
information.

https://you.ubc.ca/applying-ubc/requirements/international-
baccalaureate/ 

https://you.ubc.ca/applying-ubc/requirements/international-baccalaureate/
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Course Highlights: Math
• Math: Applications and Interpretation

• Focus on the real-world applications of mathematics through 
statistics and mathematical modelling.

• SL course ideal for students pursuing fields like law, psychology, 
social sciences and humanities. 

• HL course recognized by universities for entrance into business, 
science, and engineering programs.

• The IB Math course selection choice should take serious 
consideration. Avoid applying for an inappropriate math 
course to ‘keep options open’.

• Recommended option for students unsure whether to pursue 
physical sciences (Bio, Chem, Physics) or Social 
Sciences/Humanities (Psychology, Political Science, English, 
Arts): Math AI HL with potential to switch to SL.
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Course Highlights: Math
Choosing the most appropriate course is generally based on what you’re considering pursuing at university. Avoid 
picking more difficult math courses to “keep all of your options open.” You may actually end up closing some options 
with a low math score. IB Math HL courses are especially difficult. Be realistic.

Math AI SL
Math AI HL

Arts faculty programs 
(English, Psychology, Political 
Science, Sociology, Anthropology, 
History, Music)

Data-based 
science/business
(Commerce/business, Biology, 
Chemistry, Pharmaceutical, 
Forestry)

Theoretical Math focused 
programs
(Mathematics, Physics, Astronomy)

Engineering

Math AA SL

Math AA HL
Math AA HL

Math AI HL
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What universities are saying
• As shown in the research, IB prepares students for the 
transition to university. 

• “Academic Shock” – UBC Admissions Presentation, 2024

• As a result, universities aggressively recruit IB 
students and offer favourable admissions policies. 
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What universities are saying: UBC

UBC Admissions 
Presentation to IB 
Coordinators – 
October 24, 2024

“IB is the model of certainty and 
stability in UBC admissions.”
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UBC Vancouver Entering Pt. Totals - 2024
Degree Program

Mean entering 
point total

Minimum 
Entering Total

Degree Program
Mean 

entering 
point total

Minimum 
Entering Total

Pharmaceutical 
Sciences

34 27
International 
Economics

31 27

Engineering 34 27 Music 31 27

Commerce 34 27 Fine Arts 31 24

Kinesiology 31 27 Media Studies 34 27

Science 34 27 Design 34 31

Applied Biology 31 27 Arts 31 24

Food & Nutrition 31 27 Dental Hygiene 27 27

Urban Forestry 31 27 Natural Resources 27 24

UBC Admissions Presentation to IB Coordinators – October 24, 2024
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What universities are saying: UBC

https://vancouver.calendar.ubc.
ca/admissions/applicants-
international-baccalaureate-
and-advanced-placement-
courses 
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What universities are saying: SFU

https://www.sfu.ca/students/admission/admission-requirements/international-
baccalaureate.html 

https://www.sfu.ca/students/admission/admission-requirements/international-baccalaureate.html
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What universities are saying: SFU
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Applications: Due January 23rd  
• Students should demonstrate intrinsic motivation, resiliency, and 

reflect the learner profile.
• Recommended B Average in Academic Courses, score of 3 on 

provincial assessments, and teacher recommendation. All 
applications considered.

• Application session for students: Tues. January 13th at lunch in 
the Library
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Applications: New Procedure
• Online Application

• https://newwestschools.ca/ib 

• Supplemental Documents Form
• Please use this form to submit 

grade 9 and 10 report cards when 
you get them + confirmation of 
pre-requisite completion.

• Also found on the application 
portion of the website.

https://newwestschools.ca/ib
https://newwestschools.ca/ib
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Applications: New Procedure



New Westminster Secondary 
IB World School

IB Fees
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Successful applicants to the IB Diploma Programme will be responsible for the following fees:

• Exam Fees:

• $123 USD per exam (Both for Diploma and Course)

• Diploma and Course students taking 3+ courses in grade 11 pay $500 CAD exam fee deposit. 

• Remainder of exam fees paid in grade 12. (appx. $550 for Diploma)

• Program Fees (Class of 2028):

• Registration fee: $50 due in grade 10 upon acceptance into the program.

• Diploma and courses: Grade 11: $175 fee. Grade 12: $225 fee. 

• Program fees support annual IB World School fee, additional online tools and specific IB resources.

• If families need to discuss financial need, they are welcome to contact our Principal, Susana Quan
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More Information

• Please visit 
https://newwestschools.ca/ib for more 
information. I update the page 
regularly.

• Upcoming info sessions:
• Application Session for Students: Tuesday 

January 13th. Lunchtime in the NWSS Library.

IB CAS Student-led 
Instagram page.

https://newwestschools.ca/ib
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Questions?

• For any questions after today’s 
presentation, please feel free to 
contact me at 
pkorczyk@sd40.bc.ca 

• Subscribe to the NWSS 
Admissions mailing list

mailto:pkorczyk@sd40.bc.ca
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