


New 

Westminster 

Schools 

Duty to document 

Operations 

Update 
December 5th, 2017 

At the October 24th board meeting the board made the following Resolution: 

THAT the motion regarding duty to document be referred to staff, and staff asked to inquire with the Office 

of the Information and Privacy Commissioner if they have available, or could refer the Board to, any 

guidance or resources that would be applicable to developing a duty to document policy. 

Attached as Appendix A is a copy of the Jetter that was forwarded to the Office of the information and privacy 

Commissioner. We have received an acknowledgement of the Jetter form the Commissioner's office and are 

anticipating a reply shortly. 

Business Company 

The following motion was also at the October 24th Board Meeting: 

THAT the Board of Education for School District No. 40 ( New Westminster) as the sole shareholder of the School 
District No. 40 Business Company take steps to dissolve the Business Company; 

AND THAT the Board of Education direct the Secretary Treasurer to pay all outstanding liabilities of the business 
company to a maximum of $40,000; 

AND THAT the Secretary Treasurer be asked to take all necessary steps to minimize costs to dissolve the business 
company by requesting the Ministry of Education waive the reporting requirements under the Part 6.1 of the School 
Act. 

Attached as Appendix B is an email sent to the Ministry requesting the reporting requirements of the school act 

be waived. We have not yet received a reply form the ministry but in the interim all other required steps to 

wind down the Business Company are being undertaken. We plan to hold an annual general meeting of the 

business company in January and will then be in a position to apply for dissolution once the requirement to 

prepare financial statements has been resolved. 

Capital projects and Planning 

McBride Elementary 

The Ministry has requested an update to the McBride Project Definition Report using the latest enrollment 

projections available. Staff are working with a consultant to revise the PDR as quickly as possible and 
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anticipate having the revised version into the ministry before the holidays. We expect that the revised 

enrollment numbers will result in the addition of 3 classrooms to the proposed replacement option. 

Long Range facility Plan 

The District is renewing its Long range facility plan. We have received a proposed scope of work from Cascade 

Facilities Management Consultants Ltd, and are in the process of reviewing the outlined activities. We are 

aiming to have the Long range plan completed in time to inform the 5 year Capital plan that we will be 

submitting to the ministry in June. 

Respectfully, 

Kevin Lorenz 

Secretary-Treasurer 
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New 

Westminster 

Schools 

November 20, 2017 

Office of the Information and 
Privacy Commissioner for British Columbia 
PO Box 9038 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria, B.C. 
V8W9A4 

Attn: Drew McArthur, Information and Privacy Commissioner 

Dear Commissioner: 

School District No. 40 

I am writing on behalf of the Board of Education for School District 40 (New Westminster). At a 
recent board meeting trustees expressed a desire to explore the possibility of establishing a duty 
to document policy in order to strengthen its ability to respond to Freedom of Information 
requests. 

I have reviewed the guidance documents available on the OIPC BC website and cannot find 
information directly applicable to developing a duty to document policy. The Board would like 
to inquire if the Office of the Information Privacy Commissioner has available, or could refer the 
Board to, any guidance or resources that would be applicable to developing a duty to document 
policy. 

I would like to thank you on behalf of the Board for your time. If I can provide any additional 
information to clarify what the Board is seeking please do not hesitate to contact me at your 
convenience. 

Regards, 

�:::2------
Kevin Lorenz 
Secretary Treasurer 

811 Ontario Street, New Westminster, BC V3M OJ7 

T: 604.517.6240 F: 604.517,6390 W: www.sd40.bc.ca 

APPENDIX A
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Kevin Lorenz 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hi Ian, 

Kevin Lorenz 

Saturday, November 18, 2017 5:50 PM 

'Aaron, Ian EDUC:EX' 

School District 40 Business Company. 

At their last meeting our board passed a motion to wind down the school district business company. In addition to 

passing that motion, the Board directed staff to inquire with the Ministry about the possibility of waiving the annual 

reporting requirements of the School Act. 

Given that the business company has been dormant for the past two years the Board is hoping to avoid the unnecessary 

expense of preparing audited statements for years when the business company had no activity, and would like to 

dissolve the company after having the 2014-15 statements prepared. 

If waiving the reporting requirements is a possibility could you please let me know what steps if any, the ministry would 

require the board to take to formalize that request. 

I have included the full board motion below for your reference but would be happy to provide any additional 

information your require. 

Regards, 

Kevin. 

Recommendation: THAT the Board of Education for School District No. 40 (New Westminster) as the sole shareholder 

of the School District No. 40 Business Company take steps to dissolve the Business Company; AND THAT the Board of 

Education direct the Secretary Treasurer to pay all outstanding liabilities of the business company to a maximum of 

$40,000; AND THAT the Secretary Treasurer be asked to take all necessary steps to minimize costs to dissolve the 

business company by requesting the Minister of Education waive the reporting requirements under the Part 6.1 of the 

School Act. 

Kevin Lorenz 

Secretary Treasurer 

� New 

.;;/If!$ 
Westminster
Schools 

811 Ontario Street, New Westminster VJM OJ7 
T (604) 517-6312 IIW www.newwestschools.bc.ca 
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 School District No. 40 (New Westminster) 

Supplement to: Combined Education/Operations Policy & Planning Meeting 

Date: 
December 5, 2017 

Submitted by: 
Pat Duncan 

Item: Requiring Action For Information  X 

SUBJECT: 

Findings of the New Westminster Schools’ 2017 Public Feedback Form on 

the May Day Task Force Recommendations 

Background: 

At the October 24th, 2017, Regular Board Meeting the following motion was passed: 

“That the Board of Education of School District No. 40 (New Westminster) send out the May Day 

Task Force recommendations for public consultation.” 

A feedback form on the three May Day Task Force recommendations was posted on-line and made 

available for public participation from November 13 to 27.   

Information and links inviting students, parents and the public to participate in the survey were posted 

on the New Westminster Schools website homepage, on the New Westminster Schools Facebook page, 

and on its Twitter feed which is featured on the homepage of all elementary and middle school websites 

in the district.  Digital advertisements ran in the New Westminster Record daily throughout the course 

of the survey and two print ads were published in each of the two weeks that the survey ran.  Parents 

were invited to participate through email sent by school principals, through invitations disseminated 

through Parent Advisory Committee notification processes and through the District Advisory Committee. 

The New Westminster Teachers’ Union and CUPE were also invited to alert their membership to the 

survey. 

Attached, please find a report on the findings from the public feedback on the May Day Task Force 

Recommendations. 
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44. Finally, "" the committee found that the May Day ceremony as currently practiced elicits minimal

student or public engagement and that organizers are faced with increasing difficulties in

organizing parent volunteers to assist with transiting students to the park."" This is a poor excuse

to discontinue a community heritage celebration with such a rich history. The volunteers are way

to find if the leaders planning it are enthusiastic and pass that enthusiasm on to the volunteers.

As fro transportation? I have noticed over the 20 years I had children in school, that 'field trips'

were increasingly thinned out, when they did go on field trips, they were driven by parent

volunteers, or the PAC paid for the busses. I suggest that this is merely an excuse, and a sad one

at that. "

45. "Mayday in Queen's Park represents ALL of the children, coming together from ALL of the schools,

to a location where ALL of the people of New Westminster can participate.  This coming together

is the real benefit of teaching inclusion within a community.  It doesn't matter that there is only

one Queen and only so many dancers and that there are students that participate as audience

only.  There is no show without an audience. The audience therefore is also important.

46. In real life the children have to learn that not everyone gets to be the star all the time.  It is more

important to teach them to be good civic members and work with the rest of the community."

47. I love the ceremony and the history. I know it is often lost on people who did not grow up with it.

Our rich history sets New West apart from most of the rest of this Metropolis. A watered down

version done at the schools individually seems like a poor substitute.

48. I think Mayday is a huge waste of money and time, and the Royal Suite stuff and little girls in

white dresses dancing with old guys is creepy. My daughters tolerated it and my son cried all the

time he was dancing in the pouring rain. Those who like it can keep it up, but I would have been

very pleased to opt out.

49. May Day was archaic when I was in school in the sixties. No one knew what it was for or why

energy was expended on it. That sentiment holds true now. It is a useless waste of teachers' and

students' time. Get rid of it now.

50. May Day should not be a school driven event, as it does not meet any Provincial learning

outcomes. If the city wishes to continue this event, it should be organized by the city, not through

the schools. Teachers and schools have way too much curriculum to cover without taking time out

for this event.

51. One of the greatest joys of May Day is being able to interact with fellow schools. It's a comroderie

developed at a young age that hasn't left me 25 years later

52. Mayday is a tradition in New Westminster, born & raised here & do not want change.

53. Mayday is part of the fabric of new west please keep it

54. I remember as a John Robson  student the excitement of participating in the May Day

celebrations.  It was an honour to live in New Westminster and be part of this special event. No

other city did anything like this.  New Westminster was and still is very special to me for keeping

history.  We are the Royal City let's keep it that way!

55. While teachers may feel it takes up time, so do all of the pro-d days that happen.  This is an

important tradition and if the school staff had more enthusiasm, so would the students.

56. How about an annual rotation. schools only do it once in however many year / number of schools

participating. ie 8 schools 8 years. at the completion of 8 years a larger group
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57. "The issues being raised here are poorly justified:

a. Taking students in Grades 2 and 5 out of classrooms to contribute to an event that fosters

community and meaning within the city seems like it should considered a priority rather

than a burden

b. If there is minimal student, parent or public engagement with the event, changing its

location or scale does not solve this issue

c. Understanding that cultural practices and ceremonies (which is what May Day is) is an

integral part of the human experience. There are no other events that bring students

from multiple schools across the city together, apart from sport events. However, unlike

sports, May Day is a non-competitive celebration. It's a fun thing to do and to be a part of.

58. I disagree that it would be worth the effort ESPECIALLY in grade 3/4 combined classes to have

May Day be JUST at a school level.  All that work and no big show?  I don't see it.

59. Amaligimate into the curriculum

60. I would prefer that the students of New Westminster not take part in the May Day celebrations

period due to the difficult historical past that is related to the concept of May Day. Earth Day,

Aboriginal Day, and various other more current and pertinent events take place around the same

time and are much more appropriate events for children to learn about. My oldest child starts

kindergarten next year and regardless of what the district decides, I will be very vocal with the

district about doing away with the May Day festivities altogether. I do not think what May Day

stands for is an appropriate reflection of society today.

61. It should be done more often than just the 150 yr anniversary

62. I tried to sit in the stands with my grandkids one year.  I couldn't hear a thing.

The speakers were directed in the wrong direction.  Teachers were just talking among themselves.

The kids were running around, goofing around. talking, yelling, playing on their electronics...

paying no attention to what was happening.  This is no different from any other field trip.

Teachers and volunteer parents should treat May Day with at least as much as respect as any

other field trip. Be quiet and pay attention.  Keep the kids under control and show respect.

I moved to the field to sit on the bleachers another year.  I could still hear the people in the

bleachers MORE than what was being spoken into a microphone.  Again, turn the speakers and

tell the kids to sit and listen or at least be quiet for the sake of the rest of us.

63. If City Councilors and the Mayor can show up to every other function in the City, they sure as hell

can show up at ""The longest continually observed May Day in the British Commonwealth""

(Wikipedia)

64. 4) Ask for parent and community volunteers to help out with the teaching of the dances.  Make

learning about May Day a part of the curriculum, like Social studies (or whatever it may be called

now), history, art, PE... "

65. This question seems tailored to cloud the respondent with positive language and distort the

intention of the task force true intention to subvert our community heritage.

66. May Day celebrations should remain as annual district-wide event at Queens Park and RETURN to

original formatting which included Grade Ones participating as Honour Guard for their May

Queen, older grades particiapting in relay races, police dog demonstrations, Lancer Dances AT

Queen's Park etc.  May Day is a unique and valuable asset to our schools and community.  ALL

teachers should be required to learn of our heritage and history so as to be able to properly

teach, share and proudly promote our Royal City.
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67. May Day shoukd not only continue in Queens Park, it should be brought back to its original glory.

It would be a tragedy to loose this tradition!!!!

68. I believe May Day should be keep at the current plan, schools prepare and participate at Queens

Park each year. Yes, this is a tradition which students are given opportunity to participate in dance

and represent their school in the May Day suite. Dance is part of the school curriculum and

provides students opportunities to work cooperatively in a group setting. Students of grades 4

and 5 are included in the dances, only on a particular situation is a child unable to dance due to a

cognitive, physical ability, or unsafe reason.

69. I am the parent of three daughters all of whom were schooled in NW and participated in May

Day.  I consulted with each of my daughters before responding to this survey.  We strongly

support May Day continuing as a school based district event.  No other option would ensure that

the incredible legacy of May Day continues.

70. Please keep this traditional, heritage event in place! It is such a big part of the history of New

Westminster. My children and grandchildren have all participated over the years and we feel it is

such a special cultural event that it should never leave!

71. Never get rid of History whether we agree with it or not.  amend but never get rid of

72. Take the time to make sure that all the past and present residents are given the opportunity to

contribute their thoughts.

73. This recommendation strikes me as being very "Napoleonic" -- that is, it is very much like a "divide

and conquer" kind of strategy.  The point of May Day is that it is and has always been an inclusive

and bonding event -- therein lies its charm and uniqueness.  To isolate the schools from one

another could lead to very inequitable 'events' at each individual school.  With certainly, to do

that would deprive the students of participating in and learning the value of having a larger

community-identity; and moreover, it would do little to address the staff concerns about their

time-allocation to the celebration. Indeed, May Day needs to continue as a community

celebration that includes and involves all schools coming together for a day at Queen's Park

Stadium.

74. This is entirely reasonable. I don’t support the School District putting resources into May Day or

requiring kids to participate.

75. "Keep May Day every year!

76. Teach its meaning in the schools and have it open to the entire NW community!

77. Build it up , enhance it! "

78. I am aware of schools elsewhere in the province that participate in a community May Day event,

but do it school by school.

79. If this is indeed a community celebration, the community as such and as a whole should look for

ways to involve more members other that the school. I have been a resident  of this city and very

little I hear from it. Besides, at schools, I wonder how much teaching time is involved in the

planning and preparation of this event and if this event holds a real meaning to the students.

What is the real purpose of it?

80. May Day should continue under the direction of both the School District and The City Of New

Westminster

81. I believe May Day should continue as is, lead by the school district.
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82. "This recommendation is very mis-leading.  I disagree that May Day activities should be school-

based at all.  May Day in whatever form should be completely outside of the school.  School time

should not be used for May Day activities in any way, shape or form.  I have always been opposed

to the huge amount of time that was spent on both preparation for and the actual event.  My

own children all felt it was out-dated, boring, and actually quite sexist in it's ""traditions"" and I

agreed.  We often chose to take our children on an educational field trip day instead of

participating in the event.  We come from a family that has lived in New Westminster for 3

generations but this has nothing to do with tradition.  I feel that school time should be used for

education.  The small vocal group that lobbies for May Day is just that - small and vocal.  The

silent majority of parents and residents feel it's definitely time for a change.  Please turn this

event out to the community to run and organize and keep precious school learning for more

valuable lessons.

83. Your survey will not let me comment on recommendation #2 and #3.  As I stated above - I fully

support transferring this event to an outside community group to organize.  The Royal Suite

selection process amounts to a popularity vote in the schools and leaves many students upset.

The concept of picking a ""queen"" is so out-dated and sexist and parading these girls around in

white is just  wrong on so many levels.  My own girls recognized it for what it was when they were

in grade school and decided they didn't want any part of it.  I was proud of their decision.  I am

hopeful that the school district will continue to move in the right direction on this issue and not

be swayed by those few strong advocates for the event.  Thank you.   "

84. I agree with Recommendation #1, if they must keep the celebrations at all.

85. Rent a bus to take the students to Queens Park as has been done in the past.

86. Where is recommendation number 2? Every year at Queens Park as the normal tradition.

87. A district -wide event is part of our heritage and should remain that way.

88. Teachers should be using gym time as the physical part of May Day. Using language and history

time for writing about the history of May Day and what it means to the city. There is always a way

for teachers to in corporate different events that come up from time to time so I fail to

understand why this important part of our city’s history is being challenged. The school board has

cut and cut until there is hardly anything left it is a shame. There was races and a dance as well to

include as many children as possible of all ages.

89. Keep May Day in Queens Park. Fire the task force.

90. Keep May Day in Queens Park. Fire the task force.

91. "In light of the task force's acknowledgement that ""the institution itself does not

positively reflect the District’s values of inclusion and diversity, owing to its anachronistic core

notions of stereotypical gender roles and reliance on a selection method of casting one group of

students “above” the others"", this should be sufficient to disallow the support from the school

district.  Unless major changes and efforts to immediately modify this event to include

recommendations from member of diverse cultural backgrounds respresentative of our city , seek

contribution from Qayqayt First Nation, as well as all Coast Salish peoples, and review it's

activities and programing in terms of gender equality, this event should be immediately

terminated."

92. Mayday should be made relevant to current practices and cultural development if it is to

continue, effective immediately
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93. Having been a former teacher in the district for more than 25 years, I believe that if left to

individual schools, it could easily become a quick add on, (just to say we've done it) particularly  in

schools where new administration is not familiar with the tradition.

94. The 15 to 35 hours needed to practice the traditional May Day dances is time well spent. After

growing up in New Westminster and raising our children here I can tell you that it is not it is not

each individual schools unique community that is important. We are all Canadian and we live in a

city with some deep rooted traditions in this case May Day that make growing up and living here

special.

95. May Day should be a community based event, if it is important to the community children and

adults will participate and support the event. I do not support this recommendation because it

will still require a huge amount of student time to learn the dances and host the event. It will

require even more time for the teachers to organize and plan the school assembly. I do not think

children should spend 25-30 hours learning only one type of dance. That is too much valuable

instruction time that the students should be engaged in more meaningful learning instead of

memorizing a dance.

96. COMMUNITY BASED ACTIVITIES GIVE THE CHILDREN A BETTER PERSPECTIVE ON BEING PART OF

THEIR IMMEDIATE WORLD.  IT AWAKENS THEIR PRIDE AND INTEREST IN OUR HISTORY AND

TRADITIONS

97. Schools shouldn't be involved. It should be a community event and students who want to

participate can do it on a volunteer basis.

98. Unless the employment contracts have been recently changes, I believe the New Westminster

teacher's contract "bind" them to teaching the May Day Traditions to our children.  Teaching the

traditional dances and history is part of our elementary school curriculum and should not be the

decision of the teachers to control.  It is the decision of the Board of Education which is mandated

by the School Trustees.  I hope the Trustees listen to the community on this important topic for

the Royal City citizens.  Teaching culture and history is an integral part of New Westminster and it

has value to all, if taught the right way.  Teaching the May Day history and traditions impacts on

all areas of education,....ie  English (writing, vocabulary, reading, speech training, spelling etc, 

Social Studies (History, Culture, Geography), Art - both visual and performing, Music, band and 

singers, choir,   Physical Education (dance, cheer, acrobatics and formerly track and field or 

exercise training)  etc etc etc......there are many intangibles which are so obvious .  .   I know many 

New Westminster school teachers and they do not feel this is a burden to their teaching.  They 

actually embrace the teaching curriculum!   

99. It  helps bring the community of New Westminster together.

100. I believe that the May Day tradition should be continued by the school district !

101. Not sure if this is properly explained. Is the district only supporting this for the 150th?

102. It's a community event, bringing all elementary school children together in one stadium.

103. You miss the opportunity for the schools to come together and build community.

104. Don't fix something that isn't broken!

105. May Day is a 147 year tradition that must remain part of the New Westminster districts

school program

106. May Day must continue as has been for more than 150 years!

107. Leave the May Day Celebrations as they are it's part of New westminster's Heritage is Heritage

not worth anything to anyone anymore
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108. "I believe May Day would be lost if it was school based. You might have a few schools that would

participate but it wouldn't be the same across the district.

109. I wonder if teachers and administrators are mentored in a positive way about May Day when

they get hired in the district? Coming to a school that the staff are very negative towards May

Day , it sure filters down.

110. When I was a part of the May Day committee we always had letters from students in the schools

saying how much the ""enjoyed"" May Day and what it meant to them.

111. Positive changes have been made in the last few years, and I think there is room for may change,

but to cut out the yearly gathering of the schools at Queens Park for May Day would not be a

positive change.

112. If staff at the schools need help from the community with the students learning the dances, I

think that could be a positive change, given that folk dance is part of the curriculum.  "

113. Should not be held at each individual school, it is a community event and is important to the

traditions of New West.

114. Do away with the whole May Queen aspect, put the focus on all children and a celebration of

spring, remove the pagent-like aspects including adult men escorting the little girls.

115. Expand the May Day celebrations to celebrate a wider range of New Westminster's cultures and

heritage.  Move the May Day celebrations to a weeknight or weekend to allow more family and

community members to attend.

Comments from Non-Residents of New Westminster on Recommendation #1 

1. I feel it should be gone completely

2. Keep the May day celebrations as they have been in the past.

3. Having the May Day as a school-based event is still going waste instructional time.

4. Incorporate the MayDay cultural heritage into curriculum

5. MayDay is for the whole City to come together and celebrate the 150 year old Tradition and

Heritage of the City as one. When we were children all practices were done during PE classes.

Grade 3- student did the Maypole and Grade 4 Folk dancing.. I guess the Flowergirls were

selected from the younger class- perhaps it was Grade 2's from the May Queens school I am not

sure

6. Please return the May Day events to what they were for so many years, the last few years have

gone downhill. I went to Herbert Spencer in the 1960's and participated in the May Day activities,

and I think that it is something that I've always fondly remembered. It is a shame what is has

turned into lately.

7. I believe children should be taught about the history of May Day...However the actual "May Day

Event' should be at a time when the whole community can participate.  ie....a weekend! 

8. Absolutely should continue indefinitely as a whole within 'school district. It's our Heritage. School

board should continue to support it with only mild alterations. If taken out of school boards

hands...I'm quite certain this tradition will cease to exist and that would be unacceptable.

9. Keep traditions as they are

Page 19



10. as a child i participated in many may days, and we practiced a lot at school, went to have

rehersals at queens park, then participated on may day, the whole experience IS' part of being

educated and being part of your community and all these years later, in my 70s, i remember

everything about mayday, and love all of it, it was a huge signature event of new westminster, i

was proud of my city  and proud to be able to be part of it, a huge event that zeroed in on 'us', the

children, we were the important ones that day, everything was targeted toward us, our

mayqueen, our performances, our parade, our mayday ball, then was talked about for days and

days after, i do understand that most parents work now, that did not back in those days, so

changes need to be made to accomodate that fact.

11. As I child/pre-teen I loved and looked forward to May Day each year as it was the only day to

interact with students from other schools within the district. I was/is the only thing bringing any

unity to the students in the district.

12. In my experience maintaining traditions is an important aspect of developing community.

Maintaining traditions also provides security for our children as they grow.  Our roots are key to

our development as individuals and as a community

13. It is important to learn the history and special for the children to relive it.  They now become the

history of New Westminster.

14. I like the connection to history and community/place, which is a huge part of the new curriculum.

However, I would like to see Indigenous dancing traditions and Indigenous participation. I feel

strongly that there are many similarities and ties to May Day celebrations and Potlatch

celebrations and I would ideally like to see a merging/partnership between them both. I also feel

very strongly that adults speak WAY too much at May Day and we need to hear just student voice

and have the audience and New West students as a whole much more involved.

15. I believe that having the event take place at Queen's Park does a better job of celebrating the

history and the city of New Westminster. I grew up in New Westminster and participated in May

Day celebrations throughout my 12 years of public school there. I remember it being very, very

exciting to earn the honour of performing before such a massive audience in both Grades 3 and 4.

I was not the kind of person who would have ever been May Queen but I got to shine as a

member of the team of dancers. I am also a teacher and I believe that if it was just left to

individual schools to celebrate, the importance placed on the event would deteriorate over the

years to come. I currently live and work in Asia, where every Asian culture has such national pride,

highly visible through dance, costumes, food and other cultural traditions. Canada is such a young

country that is lacking in such traditions. Taking May Day away from New Westminster would

deteriorate the city/province that much more in this respect. I understand that teaching time is

taken up by this event, however, it should be made a formal part of the PE and fine arts

curriculum. B.C. has made a change in their K-12 curriculum to make the learning more authentic

and meaningful for students. May Day provides a valid, authentic purpose for learning.

Furthermore, the history of May Day should also be acknowledged and studied more in-depth in

the schools. It does not have to be an "add-on", but rather a focal point of student learning.
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16. Maybe some pro D days should be less.  What makes May Day special for all New Westminster

students is, togetherness and makes New Westminster differ from Bby and Vancouver.  New

Westminster has a proud history on its own.  When I was a student in New Westminster, I looked

forward to May Day every year.  I feel those that want to change May Day and or Stop it, has no

attachment to the city.  Where is the pride?  I realize it's work, but as my teachers always told me,

nothing good is done if it does not take work.  I feel if this is changed New Westminster will loose

her identity.  Shame on the Young Mayor and his trustees.

17. Having  been born and grown up in New Westminster I feel it is a very important part of our city

history and is a wonderful chance to install a feeling of civic pride in students. When I grew up

there were relay races run and the grade 8 band played, the  pageantry of May Day and the

chance to cheer for your school are memories that last a lifetime.

18. This is an entire school-wide/community tradition

19. Although no longer a resident of New Westminster, I spent my entire schooling within this school

district, participating as a dancer in grades three and four and later in the band.  One of the

wonderful aspects of May Day is bringing all the elementary schools together in community.

Individual school-based May Days would entirely eradicate this opportunity. Anyone who is free

to do so may come to May Day at Queens Park; the event has always been extremely inclusive.

Furthermore, May Day fulfills curricular objectives. The time taken to prepare the dances has

always been so, and the teachers over these many years have managed it. I learned them during

P.E. (Maybe invite "alumni" to work alongside the teachers in instructing the dances? This would

serve to impress upon the students the longevity of the festival.) As for the "merely an audience"

objection,  learning to be a courteous audience is a value that has life-long merit and a social skill

to be taught. We are audiences all the time whether it be at at a musical concert, theatre

performance, professional workshop, or a sports game.

20. Born and raised in New Westminster and did participate in the May Day Celebration. I have very

fond memories from that time that I pass down to my daughter especially the year Queen

Elizabeth came to Celebrate with us!!!!! THAT'S AN AWESOME time for the whole Country.

21. May Day is a continued celebration of Colonialist patriarchal traditions that do not reflect the

pluralistic culture we now live it--find a new way to celebrate a blended culture.

22. Learning we can be part of a community-wide project and participating in historical traditions has

no pedagogical value? Could be one of the best take-aways we had! The world needs more

coming together, not less.

23. Keep it like it is.

24. The 'time out of "class"' is well worth the comradery and wonderful memories that are created.

Only be sure it is expanded to include new cultural aspects such as dances parade floats etc.

25. I understand the comments that May Day ignores BC’s other cultures but I don’t think that is a

reason not to acknowledge and celebrate the British in British Columbia. I remember with

fondness watching May Day as a child (1970s) and I couldn’t wait to be in grade 3 and 4 so I could

dance the folk dance and May Pole. I don’t understand the reluctant audience of today as

described in this report. Perhaps the speeches should go but keep the dancing and add a tug a

war or relay races.
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26. As a student, parent and educator in New Westminster for over 30 years, I am here to tell you

that the traditions of the May Day celebrations are an integral part of the the community. I

participated in the May Pole dance as a child, and those memories resonate with me to this day. I

would tell my students the story of when I was not chosen to be in the May Pole dance, my father

went up to the school, the one and only time, to support me in my quest to be part of this

amazing tradition. My children were both part of the traditions and my daughter had her picture

on the front of the Record that year. Great family moments to remember. Each year I taught the

Folk Dance or the May Pole Dance, I instilled in my students not only the traditions of May Day

but tied it to the history of New Westminster. The building blocks of what makes it a city to be

proud of living in and part of. The dance itself taught my students self discipline and , even the

most challenged students, benefitted from the experience. After May Day, we would reflect on

the experience and each and every child expressed how much they loved it and that they would

remember it for the rest of their lives. They enjoyed being part of a community and seeing the

vast scale of the event including all the schools in New Westminster. They valued the BIG picture.

Yes, little 8, 9 and 10 year olds understand the importance of this significant celebration. So

please, let the revels continue for our future generations.

27. May Day teaches our kids about our heritage and respect for tradition. It helps to create civic

pride. Dances should be taught as part of P.E. as they always were. If this is properly taught it and

with the help of the City and Hyack Society properly promoting this it would encouarage more

public participation. By saying this is not important you are teaching kids that heritage and

respect of history and tradition are not important. Civic pride starts to become no existant and

people start to not care about their city. If the School Board and Teachers can't see the value in

this maybe its because they were never taught it. Which is why it is now seeing they dont value

how important this is.

28. I believe the school’s involvement should end immediately

29. I danced the may pole for the Queen when she visited in 1967 It was a memory that still stands

out as a proud day for me.My teachers not only taught it to us but seemed very happy doing so.It

also brings school pride to all involved I know times are changing but I feel Tradition is something

we should not throw away

30. Must be community based

31. It should be eliminated for good!

32. The celebration is to bring the community together.  Some could be school based and some

community.

33. I don't know enough about the event so I choose to decline.

34. May Day should be taken out of the schools now

35. This takes away from the spirit of May Day. May Day was one of the highlights of my youth. I still

remember how proud we all were to perform the folk dance, may pole dance and run the relay

race in front of the whole city. The music still plays in my head when I think about May Day.

36. I was a student in New West from Elementary school through high school. May Day was a an

exciting event that we all looked forward to. It brought the schools together, fostered school

spirit and created very fond memories for me as a graduate of F. W. Howay Elementary. The

tradition needs to carry on!
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37. "I support the continuation of May Day as it exists as a community event with school involvement.

I was raised in New Westminster and danced the May Pole in 1959 as a Herbert Spencer student.

The Queen came that year and we were given the choice to dance for her during the holidays.

Many did. I went with the Brownie pack in the summer  but not because I didn't like the dancing. I

always loved the bands, speeches, the ball, the midway, and waiting for the cannon noise telling

us there would be no school. Some poles always got tangled and the children, teachers, parents

and others always laughed and seemed to think that it was all part of the fun. I don't remember

the preparation taking that much time but I have a child's memory.

38. I appreciate the teacher's concern about time from the busy schedules and I agree that we have

to adapt for modern times and a multicultural society. However, other places in the world

continue to have spring and May Day celebrations. May Day is a secular celebration for all to

enjoy much like Halloween and Thanksgiving. Even in my childhood the audience consisted of

other children and parents, although many more mothers stayed home in those days. This is to be

expected. Generations of children have been ""bored"" at events they later appreciate. I

understand that more teachers are being hired at this time which should hopefully free up more

teacher time for preparation.

39. I understand that some think this event is elitist and colonial. I submit that it is a celebration of a

tradition.

40. I presently live in Nunavut where the Inuit enjoy square dancing which was introduced by the

whalers and Scottish workers and has now become part of Inuit traditional recreation. Society

evolves and there is a place for history ."

41. Instructional time to teach folk and Maypole dances support arts and culture. I am concerned that

children of European and British descent are being taught that their historical culture lacks

worthiness while only cultural practices of Indigenous and other minority groups are allowed to

be celebrated.

42. This is part of the History of New Westminster and should be maintained

43. It was district wide when I We to McBride school & we were “proud” to be in May Day

44. "To actually make a proper comment in regards to this statement i would need to write an essay!

I absolutely disagree with changing May Day to an individual school based activity because May

Day is a celebration of Community. It’s the coming together of all and recognizing what a special

City New Westminster is historically. This will never be achieved in the back yard of a school

ground .

45. The teachers and task force have made the comment that the children from grades 2 to 5 are

there to merely act as spectators then I say shame on them as educators!  How about putting

some heads together and brainstorming on how to improve the May Day experience for

everyone. If the kids have a bad attitude towards this event it has come from the leadership.... 

kids learn by example and that is a definite fact." 

46. Takes up too much Learning time at school.

47. The history of all the schools celebrating together at Queens Park should not be disrupted

48. I think each school has a sense of community, but May Day brings the whole City together as a

community.
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Comments from Parents of New Westminster School District Students on Recommendation #1 

1. Let the community coordinate this tradition. It shouldn’t take away from classroom time and

resources.

2. I do not feel there should be any May Day support in New Westminster Schools

3. I would hate to see the death of a 150-year old tradition of having a city-wide celebration in

Queen's Park.  However, I understand the impact on teaching time, so I can see both sides.

4. The amount of instructional time lost to an event that no longer fits with the curriculum is quite

high and should be curtailed. Taking two grades out of school for the day for an event that does

not involve them is mind-boggling. Bringing the event into individual schools makes more sense to

help reduce the amount of time spent planning, and to tailor the events to the individual schools'

community.

5. I feel, on the whole, that May Day celebrations are archaic and unnecessary. If they must continue

in some fashion, I support Recommendation #1.

6. I believe much less time should be taken away from their learning for May Day celebration

activities.

7. I’d rather keep it the same because this is New Westminster’s tradition. This makes me proud of

where I grew up because I myself have participated in May Day growing up. It’s nice to know my

son is going to be a part of this as well. In the past there were more activity (ie. relay races!) This

made it fun for all schools to cheer their team and enjoy a tradition that’s been around for years. I

know much has changed, kindergarten and grade 1 don’t go anymore. To keep it to schools only.

I’m not too keen on the idea because this is one of those times in the year where all the schools

unite for May Day.

8. It is very unnecessary for students to participate in May Day celebration. They don't even know

what "May Day" does really mean. Wasting their time, teachers' time and school's resource to

just satisfy  the small amount of people.

9. Our kids are struggling mathematics and many other aspects of the new curriculum - teaching

them to dance around a pole for up to 35 hours is a complete waste of the teachers time and

much needed classroom time.

10. Mayday should continue on as a day of celebration with student participation and community

involvement. The 15 to 35 hrs is teaching the students about history and traditional in a non-

conventional way.  Doesn't this teaching method fit in with the new curriculum?

11. While I agree I think it's a shame that the district is just willing to abandon the history of this

event wholesale. Last year the kerfuffle over the changes to the royal suite outfits was more to do

with the arbitrary and dictatorial attitude of the committee. These things need to be transitioned

to change. Its amazing to me that this all of a sudden attitude towards it has taken over whereas

there could be a more kind and considerate phasing out of certain elements that would be more

respectful.

12. I think May Day needs to be updated to ensure that it is a meaningful and inclusive celebration.

Continuing the tradition at the school level seems like a good start to the compromise.

13. if teachers are so concerned about instructional time perhaps the so called "pro d" and half  days

should be eliminated. may day is not just about "being spectator" its about school spirit and

community building
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14. I further believe it should be a school based activity into the future beyond 2020.

15. This would allow each school to personalize the celebration based on the unique dynamics of its

community.

16. I feel that the time and money that are spent on this ONE day could be much better spent

17. I feel May Day celebrations should discontinue altogether.  It does not have any relevance to

current times.  The 35 hours of wasted instructional time can be best used to teach students the

approved curriculum.

18. I feel it should be a community event put on by the city, not forced on the schools to participate.

Teaching the dances takes away valuable instructional time, students don't enjoy the event. Kids

cannot see or hear properly the numerous speeches that are of little insterest to young students.

It costs a lot of money for buses. Money that could be better spent on underfunded classrooms

and limited resources. Some classrooms struggle to have basic books to teach reading yet May

Day seems to be more important than that. It should be on the weekend, a celebration for the

city as a whole

19. The student participation in the May Day Celebrations at Queens Park is now part of the New

West History and tradition and should be kept alive. To simplify school participation, each teacher

would nominate a girl and a boy as their class ambassador (based on good behaviour and grades),

who will be representing them at the pole dance (which would be a lot easier to manage as

opposed to the whole class participation in the dance). Pole dance practise would then be done

during lunch hours or right after school (eliminating the extra hassle). The rest of the students

would then only be part of the audience during the May Day Celebrations at Queens Park (no

need to rehearse or practice walking to Queens park in advance as sitting area for each would be

pre-arranged).

20. While I support Recommendation#1, I would like to see a traditional May Day celebration at

Queen's Park to celebrate the 150th Anniversary. That doesn't mean that it couldn't follow Rec.

#1 - perhaps the event could take place in the evening when more parents can attend, the

'audience' of students is voluntary and students don't miss all or part of a school day to present

the event.

21. Kids look forward to these types of outings.  Scaling it back to a school based event is just another

example of schools being eroded to all work and no play.

22. Should remain at Queens Park

23. My son participated in grade two and enjoyed it.  Although it takes time and effort I think it is a

celebrated tradition worth preserving and sharing with the students and new Westminster

community.

24. I do not understand why anyone would want to get rid of this celebration!

25. I think that May Day is an integral  part of New Westminster heritage. It is heartbreaking to

constantly see it on the chopping block. The kids should learn this rich New Westminster history.

26. Traditions are important, but it time to modernize this tradition.  I think that making it school

based will generate more interest from the students and make it more meaningful to them.

Instead of just being about a dance, it might become about something more, new and different.

27. May Day has nothing to do with education and should not be taking up the already taxed

bandwidth of the school district.
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28. Mayday should no longer be a school-based or a district run event.

29. I have three sons that have gone through the May Day ceremonies my youngest children being 15

and 16 years old.  They did not enjoy it and in fact felt that they were being forced to do

something they did not like.  It took up all of their physical education and music classes for quite

some time preparing for the ceremony.  I think it should be an OPTION for students to be part of

OUTSIDE of the school day.  Maybe an after school activity.

30. I do not see any benefit for the school district to participate. My son found extremely boring and

did not want to go again the following year.

31. I agree that it takes up too much school time.

32. Will never forget how angry I was when my then 6 year old had to be out in the rain in a "sun

dress" because the May queen was from her school. She was cold and wet and not allowed a

jacket for no valid reason, just so all the little ones could look nice.

33. each school depended on resources & interest should hold May day celebration - May day should

be revised as a whole - in current format I am positive children do not learn or appreciate why

May day we celebrate!

34. May Day Celebrations should be discontinued. New Westminster should have track and field

events for elementary schools instead.

35. "I am unclear on what “school-based” and “district-supported” means in this context? Is May Day

not already school-based and district-supported? This needs to be more clearly worded.

36. I don’t understand school teachers’ complaints about May Day “taking away from instructional

time”.  My two daughters, both of whom have done the Folk and Maypole dances, inform me that

the dances are taught during Phys Ed class. Therefore, isn’t it a gym unit? How does this take time

away from instruction? And, with the new curriculum’s focus on cultural studies, I think May Day

and it’s history, background and customs would be an excellent cultural and historical instruction

unit. I don’t see how or why it is considered to be a “waste of instructional time”."

37. I would replace May Day with a more general "UN Day" with opportunities for students to

express/experience their many (including indigenous) cultures.

38. I still think district wide is better, but school based is better than not at all.

39. While it is great for this annual tradition and ceremony to take place and be taught to the

children......  Being just that the children become extremely bored at the event and tiresome of 

learning the dances at the school level which actually makes it become a mundane task for them.  

If you did a poll at their level you would find very few children actually enjoy and want to go to 

the May Day ceremony at Queen's Park so we need to ask ourselves what are they actually 

getting out of it if it continues.  

40. Really I think there should be no school involvement with May Day at all.

41. I would even go further to suggest that, for 2018 & 2019, May Day celebrations be discontinued

altogether; but as a compromise, agree to school-based.

42. My sons looked forward to May Day every year they were in elementary school.  It was a chance

for the entire school population to get together for a historical celebration.  When asked my son

felt doing it at the school would be boring and like an assembly and was worried that some

schools would eventually cut it out too just like Christmas concerts, sports day, etc
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43. "I appreciate the thought and discussion that has gone into this survey and consideration of the

event.  I support continuing with a May Day Celebration as a right of Spring, as a tradition that

connects the students to the past and to the future. The schools spend a considerable amount of

time celebrating diversity, which is good, and May Day is an example for the kids of a local

cultural response.   The Celebration does need to be updated and modernized in order to stay

relevant.  I strongly recommend that the May Day event include aboriginal cultural components.

Every culture has a right of Spring and May Day can be used to bring cultures represented in the

school together.  I agree that the Royal Suite should be replaced with a contemporary response

that acknowledges equity and inclusion issues.  I support the School District organizing and

controlling the Queens Park event. If  other Community Groups want to do something, they are

free to do so as a separate event.  If the School District kids are involved the School District should

have control over content or at least agree with the content.   A few ideas to consider: Use the

May Pole as an opportunity to teach folk dance and folk tales from various cultures represented

in the District.  Each school could participate with a different dance - some traditional and some

modern.  The audience could be brought in for songs that are developed for the event.  Each

school could create a Spring song and sing it together.   The magic of the event for me was seeing

the cohesion of the group working together.  And yes, there is stress involved, but that is life.

Putting on a big production and teaching the kids how to work through it - not by being perfect,

but by letting go of the criticism and enjoying the event and being part of something bigger than

themselves.  Teachers don't need to spend 35 hours a week on this event.  The kids don't need to

be perfect. This can fit right into the new curriculum by empowering the kids to share in the

event.  The politician speeches, the 'halftime show' like advertisements are not needed.  A brief

presentation of some of the historical elements , prepared by the kids, would be great. The event

should be connecting the kids to their relationship with Spring, about growth, rebirth and

opportunity. Building on and modernizing the May Day tradition keeps a link to the past, an eye

to the future and allows the current school cohort to contribute in a meaningful way.

44. ASIDE: The May Day Celebration already exists and to create a new one will be more onerous

than modifying the old one.  However, if there is so much community push back then an

alternative would be for SD40 to have their own Spring Festival that joins all the elementary

schools for a newly crafted event.

45. General comment: I think that most people don't have any idea of the significance of May day.

46. I do not support any May Day activities for students

47. I don't think it should be continued as a school-based celebration or as a district supported one.  It

should only be organized by a community group that still feels it is relevant and  important to

continue as a city tradition.  I would however, be okay with a transition period leading up to the

150th.

48. "Should continue to be at Queens Park
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49. I would like to see the district spend the 50,000 on a new celebration of diversity and inclusion in

our community that does not include so much teaching resources.  I would suggest replacing the

event with a NEW event.  Because as the mother of a grade 2 New West student (that has never

participated in the May day celebration), the one aspect I do like is the coming together as a

whole community and district.  I strongly encourage the district to think of a NEW EVENT, that

could include all the elementary and middle schools of New Westminster that reflects the new

curriculum.

50. It's hard to answer this without knowing what the "school- based" celebrations will look like, but

May Day needs to change, so this may be a good start.

51. This is a great community event and the teachers need to get on board

52. Not sure even participating in 2020 is relavent when missing two years.  If so then I think that

should be the last one.

53. always prefer smaller scale celebration in local school simply because of easier crowd control.

54. I don’t see the value in participating in this event at all

55. The district wide event is a rare gathering of all of the schools.  it should continue and be

expanded.  when I participated in May Day, the grade 7 girls also performed a dance that changed

annually.  Maybe the event should be expanded to be more inclusive, rather than chipping away

at it until there is nothing left.

56. I don't find the whole May Day thing very compelling, but perhaps if it was school based it would

be more interesting.  However, overall i don't think it's very important.

57. I absolutely agree that the 150th anniversary should be held in Queens Park. I do think that the

annual celebrations should be advertised and available to the public to view also. I would like to

see celebrations in parks adjacent to schools if there is no way to transport students to Queens

Park.

58. This is long standing tradition in New Westminster and I feel it should remain district based.

59. Born & raised in New Westminster, I participated in the May Day celebrations, I am traditional - I

want to see my child participate in May Day @ Queens Park, the same as I did 30 years ago...

60. May Day is a cultural event that should be embrassed. It is culturally a community event. Students

learn a great deal by going to the bigger event, as it enables them to participate in front of a large

audience, learn how to behave in front of others, and to experience someone else's culture.

61. A school based makes more sense, however the ability to bring all the students together from all

the schools is a great community building event.  Maybe that can be broken down into different

events during the year between a single grade across the district.  The more the students know

each other from other schools before Middle school, I believe is a benefit.  The May Day event is

not a great event for kids to get to know each other across schools.

62. There is a benefit to learning the dances and from the kids I've talked to about it, it's one of the

highlights for them when it's their turn to perform the dances.  It's nice for the kids to get

together with all the other schools, show school spirit, and then they perform as one.  It's

something the kids look forward to throughout the year - part of that excitement comes from

gathering together as a larger group.

63. I like that there is a tradition that the entire district participates in, I think it adds to the

community feel of new west. If it is taking too many resources to organize, then I would support a

school based celebration over eliminating it.

64. The event should continue in Queen's Park
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