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Guiding Principles for Memorialization

The memorialization area will adhere to the following:

Memorialization recommendations will consider and recognize the diverse cultural heritage of the site and respect all
groups who have historical connections to the site.

¢ Memorialization areas will be a “passive green space”. Both areas, the area designated as cemetery and the area
designed as heritage, will be treated in the same way. The committee will recommend permissible activities within
the Consumer Protection Branch and Heritage Conservation Act guidelines, and will ensure that activities respect the
cultural heritage of groups with historical connections to the site.

¢ Memorialization area(s) landscaping will adhere to City of New Westminster's design guidelines and be consistent
with the new school site, incorporating sustainable, low maintenance vegetation.

¢ Memorialization recommendations will integrate educational components throughout the site that provoke dialogue

k and opportunities for experiential learning so that current and future generations understand the cultural significance
and the importance of honouring and respecting the site. Where possible, First Peoples Principles.of L eaming? will be
encouraged.

¢ Memoralization area(s) will be fully accessible and will allow for easy integration and access to other areas of the site
and the surrounding community.

¢ Memorialization recommendations will consider community and site user safety and security a design priority.

¢ There must be a sustainable long_term plan in place for an operating budget for the memorialization area. If possible,
committee members should seek available funding opportunities and resources through their community/industry contacts.

¢ Aspirational statements (developed by the committee) should guide the design and development process and may
need to be revisited and strengthened throughout the process to reflect additional committee considerations.



Memorialization Area Aspirational Statements

The memorialization area should:

¢ Preserve oral tradition by integrating storytelling through the site design.

¢ Create a non-static dialogue that engages the community and bridges the gap
between all generations.

¢ Actas a gathering space where diverse community members can come together to
share experiences, while also allowing for peaceful and solitary reflection.

¢ Provide an opportunity for experiential leaming, and evoke curiosity, community and
cultural sharing, and facilitate self-reflection.

¢  Be a welcoming space that people enjoy visiting.

¢ Beincdusive and accessible to all, including people with disabilities.

Chinese, disabled, youth and the general community feel a sense of belonging to

@ ) Recognize the diverse cultural heritage of the site and ensure that First Nations,
the memorialization area.

¢ | Reflect the long and diverse history of the site, and honour the contributions of
various groups in the pre and post-colonial development of New Westminster.

¢ | Ensure that visitors to the space are reminded that the space is meant to respect
and honour those who were buried there.



FIRST
PEOPLES

Learning ultimately supports the well-being of the self,
the family, the community, the land, the spirits, and
the ancestors.

Learning involves recognizing the consequences
of one’s actions.

Learning recognizes the role of indigenous
knowledge.

Learning involves patience and time.

Learning involves recognizing that some
knowledge is sacred and only shared with
permission and/or in certain situations.




Very draft text
* This school is located on the unceded, unsurrendered land of handgaminam and halgeméylem-speaking peoples.
* To the West of this school are cemeteries from New Westminster’s settler history dating to 1861.

* These include the New Westminster Public Cemetery, Douglas Road Cemetery, Potter’s Field, Chinese Cemetery and New
Chinese Cemetery.

* As separate-faith cemeteries were established at Fraser Cemetery, marginalized communities were left using the older sites.
Those included Indigenous people from the Qayqgayt First Nation and other Indigenous communities, the large Chinese
community, the Japanese community, and the Sikh community for cremations. Other people who were incarcerated, poor, or
otherwise not allowed to be buried at Fraserview were buried on the site by the City of New Westminster, Isolation Hospitals,
the Provincial Hospital for the Insane and other institutions.

* These graves were not valued by City leaders. Grave markers were neglected, and were removed before WWII, when the
Department of National Defense dug up the grounds to build a barracks. The site was then sold to School District 40, and the
former New Westminster Secondary School was built there in 1949.

* Inthe early 2000’s with plans underway to build a new high school, a community debate began about the burials. This debate
surfaced many of the same sentiments from decades ago reflecting stigma, racism and exclusionary attitudes toward those
buried.

» After advocacy from organizations representing those connected to the site, School District 40 made the decision to build the
school at this current location, which does not contain any burials.

* This advocacy included the TSilhgot’in National Government. TSilhqot’in War Nits’il?in ?Ahan’s remains are believed to be buried
at the main entrance to the previous school. The area holds tremendous spiritual, cultural and historical importance to the
Tsilhgot’in Nation.

* The official opening of this school on October 14th, 2021 on this new location marks our decision as a community to
acknowledge and respect the varied and diverse histories of our past.

* Together in this place we can uncover truths, restore dignity, practise respect and reconciliation, and celebrate resilience.

October 2022, Maya Russell (336 words)



For those buried and forgotten

For those whose deaths were excluded from official record

For those whose graves were looted, vandalized, destroyed and abandoned

Some of whose names may never be known

We will remember.

This place is the unceded, unsurrendered land of handaminam and haldeméylem-speaking peoples, in
particular the Qayqayt First Nation on whose territory we live, work and play. From time immemorial this land
was a forest, lush with cedar, hemlock, alder, willow, fern and horsetail. To the north along 10t Avenue,
marshland fed a stream travelling through Stautlo (Glenbrook Ravine) to Skaiametl, the great Qayqayt
settlement located on the shores of the Fraser River.

In 1859, at the time when Chief Tsimilano was living at Skaiametl, New Westminster was founded. Over time,
a great diversity of people settled in New Westminster to work in local sawmills, shipyards and canneries,
including Chinese, Japanese, Indo-Canadian, Italian, Portuguese, Slovakian, Scandinavian and other European
settlers as well as Indigenous people from various Nations. Substantial vibrant communities developed over
time with strong inter-cultural relationships.

In 1865, five acres of land on 8" Street (then Douglas Road) were cleared for a non-denominational public
cemetery — one intentionally created for all regardless of race, class, income or circumstance. This cemetery
was the only cemetery in New Westminster at this time, and all deaths up until 1869 were buried here. This
included those from the First Nations, Chinese, Japanese, Sikh, and European communities of the area. Many
different burial practices were carried out here. Over time, the cemetery was expanded, however until 1908,
it operated without a plot map.

Increasing Euro-Canadian pressure for exclusionary burial grounds, specific to church and fraternal
organizations, led to increasing segregation within the public cemetery and the city at large. As the cemetery
grew, bodies were moved and new burials were allocated according to race, class and circumstance. In
addition, B.C.’s Births, Marriages and Deaths Act of 1872 specifically excluded Chinese and Indigenous
populations from registration. Between 1897 this act was reversed and re-enacted several times, including
and discluding Indigenous and Asian people from official record in in response to racist public pressures-
effectively erasing them from recorded history.

In 1892 a Chinese cemetery was established in the SW corner of the block, where Japanese burials also
occurred along 8t Street. In 1908, two acres along 10t Street were designated as the ‘New Chinese
Cemetery’, and a further two acres south of here were allocated for the City’s unknown and destitute. A
further two-acre section along 8t Street,

sometimes referred to as the ‘Asylum Grounds’ was designated for those from Essondale, and the Provincial
Hospital for the Insane, later known as Woodlands, as well as those who died at the Provincial Jail and (early
deaths) at the BC Penitentiary. Up until the City finally closed the cemetery in 1919, the remaining cemetery
grounds continued to be used by the general public and included burials from the nearby isolation hospital,
orphanage, and work houses for the poor.

The area also holds tremendous spiritual, cultural and historical importance to the TSilhqot’in Nation.
Tsilhgot’in War Nits’il?in ?PAhan’s remains are believed to be buried at the main entrance to the previous
school. In 1865, Chief ?Ahan was, along with five other Tsilhqot’in warriors, wrongfully hanged for defending
their people against the colonizers who had abused and mistreated their people, including willfully spreading
smallpox as a means to annex and colonize TSilhgot'in territory. In 2014 Chief ?Ahan was officially exonerated
by the Prime Minister, and the BC Premier offered an official apology.

The cemetery was neglected by the City, and lack of maintenance and concern for the communities and
individuals laid to rest there resulted in graves being moved, built over and sometimes destroyed to
accommodate colonial uses on the site. These uses have included an isolation hospital, city works yard and
horse stables, military training barracks, Vincent Massey Junior High School, Lester B. Pearson Sr. High School,
and eventually the old location of the New Westminster Secondary School.

In the early 2000’s with plans underway to build a new high school, a community debate began about the
burials. This debate surfaced many of the same sentiments from decades ago reflecting stigma, racism and
exclusionary attitudes toward those buried. After advocacy from organizations representing those connected
to the site, School District 40 made the decision to build the school at this current location, which does not
contain any burials.

The official opening of the new New Westminster Secondary School on October 14th, 2021 marks the official
decision as a community to acknowledge and respect the diverse and sometimes painful histories of our past.
This plaque is the first of multiple memorialization elements that will be installed in a future phase of the
planned Memorialization Park. These elements and the park will help to bring visibility and recognition to
these multiple stories, and offer a place to uncover truths, restore dignity, grieve, practise respect and
reconciliation, and provide sanctuary where sanctuary is long overdue.



To set a tone of solemn
reflection in the present

To remind that this is a first
step in Memorialization, it is
more than just an
informational plaque.

For those buried and forgotten

For those whose deaths were excluded from official record

For those whose graves were looted, vandalized, destroyed and abandoned
Some of whose names may never be known

We will remember.



To link this process of atoning for these particular past injustices
with the larger processes of Reconciliation with Qayqayt and other
Coast Salish Nations.

To bring to mind the much longer-term history of the land, and the
occupation of this place (this concept is linked to the landscape plan
for the park).

To link the site in relationship to the ravine system of Stautlo and
the great longhouse of Skaiametl.

To reference the culturally diverse and robust communities of early
New Westminster, and their inter-relationship.

To stress the original intention and reality of the site as a diverse
mixed non-denominational cemetery

To clearly state that the increasing fragmentation of the cemetery
and the erasure of presence and identity was due to government
and public racist and discriminatory legislation and actions.

To illustrate the fragmentation upon the site over time (related to a
‘collaged’ map on the sign) and to locate specific identity on the
land.

This place is the unceded, unsurrendered land of hangaminam and halgeméylem-speaking
peoples, in particular the Qayqayt First Nation on whose territory we live, work and play. From
time immemorial this land was a forest, lush with cedar, hemlock, alder, willow, fern and
horsetail. To the north along 10t Avenue, marshland fed a stream travelling through Stautlo
(Glenbrook Ravine) to Skaiametl, the great Qayqayt (or Sto:/6?) settlement located on the
shores of the Fraser River.

In 1859, at the time when Chief Tsimilano was living at Skaiametl, New Westminster was
founded. Over time, a great diversity of people settled in New Westminster to work in local
sawmills, shipyards and canneries, including Chinese, Japanese, Indo-Canadian, Italian,
Portuguese, Slovakian, Scandinavian and other European settlers as well as Indigenous people
from various Nations. Substantial vibrant communities developed over time with strong inter-
cultural relationships.

In 1865, five acres of land on 8t Street (then Douglas Road) were cleared for a non-
denominational public cemetery — one intentionally created for all regardless of race, class,
income or circumstance. This cemetery was the only cemetery in New Westminster at this
time, and all deaths up until 1869 were buried here. This included those from the First Nations,
Chinese, Japanese, Sikh, and European communities of the area. Many different burial
practices were carried out here. Over time, the cemetery was expanded, however until 1908, it
operated without a plot map.

Increasing Euro-Canadian pressure for exclusionary burial grounds, specific to church and
fraternal organizations, led to increasing segregation within the public cemetery and the city at
large. As the cemetery grew, bodies were moved and new burials were allocated according to
race, class and circumstance. In addition, B.C.’s Births, Marriages and Deaths Act of 1872
specifically excluded Chinese and Indigenous populations from registration. Between 1897 this
act was reversed and re-enacted several times, including and discluding Indigenous and Asian
people from official record in in response to racist public pressures- effectively erasing them
from recorded history.

In 1892 a Chinese cemetery was established in the SW corner of the block, where Japanese
burials also occurred along 8t Street. In 1908, two acres along 10t Street were designated as
the ‘New Chinese Cemetery’, and a further two acres south of here were allocated for the
City’s unknown and destitute. A further two-acre section along 8t Street,



(cont.) To illustrate the fragmentation upon the site over time
(related to a ‘collaged” map on the sign) and to locate specific
identity on the land.

To communicate the story of Chief ?Ahan (before a singular plaque
can tell the larger story in the future)

To outline the continued negligence and lack of care for those
buried on the site up to the construction of the old NWSS school.

To stress that historic attitudes persist today, and that it isn’t
without purposeful action and the continued struggle of the
disenfranchised that positive change is happening on this site.

To contextualize this plaque as the first gesture of more to come in
the spirit of righting past wrongs.

sometimes referred to as the ‘Asylum Grounds’ was designated for those from Essondale,
and the Provincial Hospital for the Insane, later known as Woodlands, as well as those who
died at the Provincial Jail and (early deaths) at the BC Penitentiary. Up until the City finally
closed the cemetery in 1919, the remaining cemetery grounds continued to be used by the
general public and included burials from the nearby isolation hospital, orphanage, and work
houses for the poor.

The area also holds tremendous spiritual, cultural and historical importance to the
Tsilhgot’in Nation. TSilhgot’in War Nits’il?in ?Ahan’s remains are believed to be buried at the
main entrance to the previous school. In 1865, Chief ?Ahan was, along with five other
TSilhgot’in warriors, wrongfully hanged for defending their people against the colonizers
who had abused and mistreated their people, including willfully spreading smallpox as a
means to annex and colonize TSilhqot’in territory. In 2014 Chief ?Ahan was officially
exonerated by the Prime Minister, and the BC Premier offered an official apology.

The cemetery was neglected by the City, and lack of maintenance and concern for the
communities and individuals laid to rest there resulted in graves being moved, built over and
sometimes destroyed to accommodate colonial uses on the site. These uses have included
an isolation hospital, city works yard and horse stables, military training barracks, Vincent
Massey Junior High School, Lester B. Pearson Sr. High School, and eventually the old location
of the New Westminster Secondary School.

In the early 2000’s with plans underway to build a new high school, a community debate
began about the burials. This debate surfaced many of the same sentiments from decades
ago reflecting stigma, racism and exclusionary attitudes toward those buried. After advocacy
from organizations representing those connected to the site, School District 40 made the
decision to build the school at this current location, which does not contain any burials.

The official opening of the new New Westminster Secondary School on October 14th, 2021
marks the official decision as a community to acknowledge and respect the diverse and
sometimes painful histories of our past. This plaque is the first of multiple memorialization
elements that will be installed in a future phase of the planned Memorialization Park. These
elements and the park will help to bring visibility and recognition to these multiple stories,
and offer a place to uncover truths, restore dignity, grieve, practise respect and
reconciliation, and provide sanctuary where sanctuary is long overdue.
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The African Burial Ground was

active until 1794. Within an area

of not quite six acres, perhaps

as many as 20,000 people were

interred, mostly free or enslaved

Africans. During the 18th century,

one in ten residents of New York

was of African descent, and slav-

ery was widespread in and near \-c

the city. The institution of slavery RS RelS/aRe)
officially endured in New York il Mo,
until July 4th, 1827-a fact cele- Higy,
brated the next day, July 5th, by

a parade through the city of hun-

dreds of African-Americans.

However, enslaved persons were

in fact held in New York beyond

that date.

Though old city maps show an African Burial Ground

near Broadway and Chambers Street, it was not until

| that anyone realized thousands of b rials still
ted twenty feet below street level. Further inves-

ground dating back to the 18th and possibly even
the 17th century, one of the very few surviving any-
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Komagata Maru

Perimeter Trail & Dock

The S.S. Komagata Maru arrived in Burrard Inlet from Hong Kong on May 23, 1914, The ship
was carrying 376 British Indian passengers who were challenging Canada’s racist Continuous
Journey regulation. This law only allowed legal entry to those migrants arriving directly from
their country of origin. As there was no direct route from British India at that time, the law was
a deliberate action by the government to deny entry into the Dominion of Canada - a subject
nation of the British Commonwealth. For 62 days. Canadian officials held the passengers on

board the ship and did not permit them ashore.

After 2 months of constant surveillance, legal challenges, physical
struggles - and with the passengers running desperately short of
food and water due to the government’s inadequate provisions - @
stalemate ended on July 23. The Canadian warship S.S. Rainbow
escorted the Komagata Maru out of Canadian waters as the ship
set off back to British India. There, British Indian forces greeted
passengers with hostility and violence.

LOCAL CONNECTIONS TO THE KOMAGATA MARU

On December 28, 2019, Raj Singh Toor from the Descendants

of the Komagata Maru Society approached New Westminster
requesting Council name a street, park. or other city asset after the
ship. This request came through an understanding that residents of
the City acted in support of British citizens held on board the ship.
The City undertook research into its connections to the incident
and uncovered a troubling piece of our history,

Research revealed the city acted in support of Canada’s racist
policies. bolstering federal confidence in enforcing these unjust
laws. On June 22 while the ship was moored in Burrard Inlet.

New Westminster City Council passed a motion urging the Premier
and the Minister of the Interior to “use every effort” in denying
passengers the ability to land. A week later, Mayor A.W. Gray
presided over a mass meeting at St. Patrick’s Hall, endorsing a
resolution supporting the actions of immigration officials and the
“total exclusion of Asiatics from the country”. A majority of city
council were also present at that meeting.

In contrast, research also revealed that New Westminster resident
Mitt Singh Pindori, secretary of the Vancouver Khalsa Diwan
Society, was a member of the Komagata Maru Shore Committee.
This committee was organised by residents from across the Lower
Mainland to support passengers’ food, provision and legal
challenges. Eventually, the committee raised $22.000 to take over
the ship's charter and strengthen support for its passengers. Mr.
Singh was a local lumber mill worker who lived on Ewen Avenue
across from today's Sukh Sagar Park. At the time, this was an area
of the city with a growing South Asian community.

S.S. KOMAGATA MARU LEGACY

In 1914, the actions of New Westminster’s city
council supported a national movement
against South Asians, This directly contributed
to the plight of the Komagata Maru passengers
and an overall feeling of insecurity for South
Asian residents of the city. Such actions do not
align with the values of today’s community. nor
do they reflect Canadian values of equity and
justice. For these reasons, on March 1, 2021,
council elected to name both the ferry docks in
Queensborough and Downtown in
commemoration of the Komagata Maru, They
also elected to rename Queensborough's
River Walk after the ship. Finally, on
September 27, 2021, New Westminster City
Council offered a formal apology to the
community. families and descendants of those
negatively impacted by the actions and words
of the Council of New Westminster during the
Komagata Maru incident. This apology was
offered in Punjabi, Hindi and English.

The desire to come ashore was never possible
for a majority of Komagata Maru passengers,
The naming of this dock and the
Queensborough River Walk represents a
symbolic arrival of their presence through
memory and stories, Our country has
undoubtedly suffered because these
passengers = and all migrants unjustly turned
away from its borders - were never able to
contribute to Canadian society.

The City of New Westminster thanks Rajwant
Toor and Jaswinder Toor from the Descendants
of the Komagata Maru Society for drawing city
council's attention to this historical wrong.
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neter Trail & Dock

Courtesy of Rob McCullough



For those buried and forgotten

For those whose deaths were excluded from official record

For those whose graves were looted, vandalized, destroyed and abandoned
Some of whose names may never be known

We will remember.
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